
MONTESSORINEWS 

SOLDOTNA MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Our mission is to prepare students to become citizens with a global perspective and to enrich 

their academics and social awareness within a Montessori environment. 

School Climate Survey 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough School District has created a school climate survey to 
generate data about how students feel about their school. Only students in Grades 3-
12 will be asked to complete this survey. In order to participate in the survey, a stu-
dent must have positive parent permission to participate. A permission slip is included 
in today’s Thursday folder with an option to participate or not participate. We need 
every slip returned for each of our students in grades 3-6 indicating parent permission 
to participate or not. The information provides helpful data for making decisions in 
addressing school climate needs within our school.  

Stone Soup Changes 

Stone soup day is a favorite tradition we have at Soldotna Montessori.  Families of 
primary students are invited to participate in enjoying a meal together (Stone Soup) 
on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving Break.  Traditionally, we have included at-
tendance of intermediate siblings for this event.  However, due to the popularity and 
number of attendees to Stone Soup, we have made a change to our tradition.  We will 
not have intermediate siblings attend the Stone Soup meal; they will remain in their 
classrooms.  This will provide additional space for our guests and visitors to enjoy the 
primary class event.  While we are aware that this change may be disappointing to 
both older students and families, we feel that the change will help alleviate congestion 
for the event. 

Student Pick Up Info 

We recently made the quarterly rotation in our duty schedule for dismissal.  Our pri-
mary teachers & students are now out on deck first, while intermediate students wait 
in class to be called which means it will take longer for intermediate students to arrive 
to the pick up line.  As the deck thins out, we call for all intermediate students to 
come to the deck around 3:35 making the transition to vehicle for intermediate stu-
dents easier starting around the 3:35 time.  We use this practice to keep the entry area 
less crowded with only half of our students waiting up front at 3:30. 

Events Calendar 
11/9 50 Cent Friday 

11/9 School Assembly (Carter Hosts) 

11/21 Stone Soup (Primary) 

11/21 Early Release Day  

11/22-23 Thanksgiving Break (No School) 

11/27 APC Meeting (5:30) 

11/29 PTO Meeting (4:00) 

11/30 Family Movie Night in Gym 

12/3 SMCS Winter Concert  & Cookie 

Train @ SOHI 

12/7 50 Cent Friday 

12/13 Craft Night Event (4:00) 

12/13-14 Holiday Shoppe 

12/18 SMCS/SOEL Band Concert (6:00) 

12/20 SMCS Community Caroling (AM) 

12/21 End of Quarter—No School 
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Spirit of Kindness 

Our school is continuing the Spirit of Kindness program, developed last year, again this year to provide assistance for SMCS fami-
lies in need this holiday season. We are sending home a slip in today’s Thursday folder to all families. If you wish to request assis-
tance through our Spirit of Kindness program, please complete and return the form by November 30th. We will post anonymous re-
quests on our PTO Board for interested families to choose and shop for requested items. This was a new program last year, and it 
was well received and a successful addition to our school family and our care for each other.  

Principal Evaluation Survey 

The APC is looking for parent and community feedback to assist them with the principal evaluation. The month of November has 
been set aside to collect this feedback from parents, students, family members and the community at large. An online survey has 
been created, and a link to the survey is available on our school website, Facebook page, and has been sent via email through Pow-
erSchool Messenger. Please help the APC with this evaluation process by providing your feedback. The online survey will be availa-
ble from November 1st to December 1st .  

Winter Concert News 

We are so happy to share that this year, our school’s winter concert will be a whole school event which will not only include grades 
1-6 but now our kindergarteners as well! We will be performing at SOHI on December 3rd. It is wonderful time, coming together as 
a whole school for this performance. There will be a cookie train again this year, and we may need your help for this, so stay tuned 
for more information about the cookie train.  

School Logo Wear 

Order forms for school logo wear are in today’s Thursday folders.  Orders are due by November 23rd. 

Conference Reflections 

It was so nice to have our families in the building to meet with during 

conferences.  It is a valuable time to share information, clarify ques-

tions, and build relationships with our families.   Some families met 

with their teacher for the first time, and I have always enjoyed the rela-

tionship that builds over the course of three years with families and 

their teacher.  I can remember the final conference of the third year 

being a bit sad since it was our last one.  It is certainly a unique cir-

cumstance that exists in a Montessori school; one that I value im-

mensely and hopefully our families do as well. 


